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CRITICAL INCIDENT
Background

My own background includes going to college
rather late in life because of economic reasons.
During the Second World War, 1 worked in the ship-
yards to earn enough money to go [0 college, and
then my college work was interrupted several times
because of financial demands made by my own fam-
ily. However, I finally got a Bachelor of Arts degree,
taught for several years while attending graduate
school at night, and received the my master’s degree
after 6 years of struggle. At long last, I was appointed
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312 Critical Incidents in School Counseling

indicate that individual differences and personal motivation
determine eventual success. Peter then could take the data and
use the information in his own decision-making process.

Peter and his counselor could explore alternatives to college and
whether or not college was the right decision. The counselor could
then meet with the parents with an informed sense of Peter's posi-
tion. Some additional preparatory work with the parents might be
useful before a final decision session. What are the parents’ goals
and aspirations? Have they fully considered alternatives? If college
is the eventual decision, a variety of alternative institutions can be
considered where Peter’s chances for success are maximized. By
careful choice of college and an honest, truthful admission recom-
mendation, the counselor's problem with the college admissions
office could have been avoided. ‘

In short, if the counselor had known Peter as a person before the
session with the parents, the confrontation with the mother might
have been avoided and a more compatible decision for Peter, the
family, and even the counselor might have resulted. Unfortunately,
the counselor remained a prisoner of his own values and was
unable to listen to or see the situation he encountered. This case
illustrates a problem all too common in counseling. The focus here
is not on the child but on wishes of the parents and the counselor.




