Sexual Identity:
“I Don’t Know"

CRITICAL INCIDENT
Background

I am a male school counselor in a high school of
2 000 students that is located in an urban setting. [ am
part of a guidance department with three other coun-
selors, one of whom is female. We are a close depart-
ment, often consulting with each other regarding par-
ticular students, parents, and teachers with whom we
are working. We are about the same age. are ener-
getic, and consider our program to be one of the
more effective guidance and counseling programs in
our school system. [ did not realize how an incident
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264 Critical Incidents in School Counseling

that issues of concern (e.g., emotional and physical abuse) may
develop; the students in question may be in potential harm. Of

course this could happen in a city or in the country.
The principal should also be notified. Because students are
already talking about the students in question, it will be just a mat-

ter of time before more students and parents will become informed
The principal needs to know because of the potential of parents
and others outside the school commenting and questioning school
policy and wanting to know what the principal is going to do about
this. We may not like this course of action, but this is the reality of
our culture and we must be prepared to deal with the “real world




