
 
I. Professional Social Work 

Õ Support liability protections for clinical social workers and other licensed mental health 
practitioners who use their best clinical judgment in potentially dangerous situations. 

Õ Support legislation to ensure that clinical social workers and other licensed mental health 
providers may provide parenting plan recommendations to the courts. 

 
II. Mental Health 

Õ Support legislation that promotes equity in mental health treatment and coverage. 
Õ Support involuntary commitment procedures that best serve to protect the clients and the 

public. 
Õ Support fair and marketable reimbursement rates for social workers. 
Õ Support treatment, rather than prison or homelessness, for those with mental illness. 

    
III. Child Welfare 

Õ Support the education and training of child welfare workers in schools of social work by 
drawing down additional federal funds for Title IVE. 

Õ Support reinstituting the loan forgiveness program for social workers in child welfare. 
Õ Support the use of qualified parenting coordinators in divorce/child custody proceedings. 
Õ Support legislation that would reduce barriers to adoption and expand the pool of 

permanent homes for foster children. 
 
IV. Health Care 

Õ Oppose the elimination of or cuts from the medically needy program in Florida. 
Õ Support accessible and affordable health care for all Florida families. 
Õ Support implementation of the KidCare program for all eligible children in Florida. 

 
V. Social Welfare 

Õ Support legislation that would reduce human trafficking in Florida. 
Õ Support full societal participation and equal opportunity for all Florida families. 

2009 Advocacy Agenda 

NASW-FL—advancing the profession and practice of social work in Florida. 
 

The Florida Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers (NASW-FL) is part of the world’s largest 
organization of professional social workers, and represents almost 6000 professional social workers in Florida.   
 

The NASW-FL Board of Directors has outlined the following areas as legislative and advocacy issues for 2009. 

CONTACTS:  JIM AKIN, ACSW—EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR JOHANNA BYRD, ACSW—LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 
1931 DELLWOOD DRIVE, TALLAHASSEE, FL 32303  —  LOCAL: 850-224-2400  —  TOLL FREE: 800-352-6279 

FAX: 850-561-6279  —  WEBSITE: WWW.NASWFL.ORG  —  E-MAIL: NASWFL@NASWFL.ORG 


