FAU Lobby Day Committee

Meeting- Thursday 1-29-09                 










Started  7:00 p.m

                                          Ended  8:30 p.m

Attendees:

Cara Zimmerman,Vicki Rosenthal, Justin Grossmayer, Allan Barsky ( conference call),
Gail Horton, Roosevelt Jean Francois, Eric Garza, Susan Silverman, Catherine RD Vreeland, Paula Rios, Monica Vasquez, Lovemore Chiweshe, Sarah Kingsley, Tamekiar Pereira, Gina Esteban, Lissette Collazo, Lyndsi Amirto, Joyce Carr, Thomas Centinaro, Sasha Arreguin, Lilia R. Perez, Isarys Sanchez, Sameira Walters,Johanna Shepherd,Jason Meisel, P Wendy Feneius, Vilma Caban and Sherry Weinschenk

The first part of meeting was introduction of attendees. There was a short discussion about Lobby Day, the purpose, benefits, logistics and activities by prior participants for the benefit of the newcomers. Vicki Rosenthal, who was chairing the meeting, stated that it was wonderful to see so many people turn out for the meeting and she hopes they will continue to participate.

Sheri Weinschenk, the Lobby Day Prep Chairperson, distributed a draft of the flyer for the “Legislative Training Day” which will take place on February 26, 2009 from 4:00 to7:00 in the Board of Trustees Room on the 3rd floor of the Administration Bldg. on the FAU campus in Boca Raton. She has arranged for video conferencing in Davie and Jupiter so that students in those localities can participate. The special guest speaker is Senator Nan Rich, who was one of the leading proponents of the Social Worker Recognition Bill that was finally passed last year. The new name “Legislative Training Day” was selected because we go to Tallahassee as advocates not as lobbyists and we don’t want to be confused with professional lobbyists. Another name, “Civic Engagement Day” has been suggested. Dr. Horton will check with school to get verification on what name they would like for us to use. Many people are familiar with the name Lobby Day since it has been used for some years. It was suggested that just for this transitioning year to a new name, that formerly Lobby Day in small print could be put on the flyers under the new name of the event.  The question was asked, “Why is the invitation only to BSW, MSW, Faculty and Alumni?” The answer was that the room only holds 75 people.
 Dr. Barsky reminded us that students are advocating for themselves, and not for or on behalf of either FAU or NASW. The role of the FAU professors is to provide educational support (helping students learn how to advocate), and not to tell students what to advocate for. Students are free to advocate for or against whatever issues and positions they want.
Someone asked if it was possible to video tape the Legislative Training Day. Paula Rios spoke up and volunteered to video tape the lobby day event including the bus trip and other connected special events. 

Internship students can count 16 hours for lobby day and 3 hours for training day. Students should be excused from classes for March 30 & 31. Check with your professor.

Catherine Vreeland has set up an FAU Lobby Day section on Face Book for us and the meeting minutes are posted there. It’s a good place to get to know your fellow traveler before the trip. 

Our projected budget was $6500 and we were fortunate to have Robin Rubin’s family foundation contribute $5500 for the second year in a row for our event. According to Cara the cookie sales are over $100 and still growing during the meeting as people were buying what she brought with her.

Vicki Rosenthal and Eric Garza modeled t-shirts with the FAU School of Social Work logos on them and there was a discussion of selling t-shirts as fundraiser. Vicki got a quote of $5.25 per t-shirt from Adventures in Advertising. The shirts will sell for $10. It was suggested to have a small red and blue logo on the front and a statement on the back, for instance, “Advocates of Social Justice”. Dr. Barsky stated that some legislators do not like the term social.  Several points came up in the discussion and after the meeting concerning t-shirts. They are:

1. A generic shirt that can be purchased by any bsw or msw student whether they go to lobby day or not should be the way to look at the shirt.  It should not be designed with lobby day only theme.

2. Shirt logo that will excite the bsw or msw student into purchasing the shirt. Suggestions were made as far as logo, color, and slogans to put on the back.  Also a suggestion was made to find a picture as well for the back or front that goes along with the theme of the shirt.

3. Paula Rios offered to check with her brother who is a graphic artist to design our shirt.

4. Acolyte will help purchase the shirts up front and the money collected for the shirts will first be used to pay back Acolyte and then the rest is profit towards lobby day.

We will try to get the t-shirt project up and running as soon as possible. It was suggested that t-shirts could be sold at the induction ceremony. Joyce Carr volunteered to find out about setting up a table in the breezeway to sell t-shirts and promote lobby day. Another venue might be the Career Fair scheduled for 3-19-09.Do we want to produce a pre-registration list to see who wants to buy a t-shirt? Vicki states that the minimum order from Adventures in Advertising would be 48 and she thinks that we would need at least 

100.  Any other fundraising efforts will be appreciated. The more people we have registered for lobby day, the more money we will need to cover expenses.

Some attendees want to lobby for specific issues and would welcome other volunteers to join them. They are:

1. Eric Garza          Children’s issues

2. Lisa Cover          Mental health issues

3. Sara Kingsley
    Health Policy
4. Lyndsi Amirto    Gay Marriage & Adoption

We are looking for more Peer Educators who will go into social work classes and promote lobby day. At the present time Justin Grossmayer will go to the Boca classes. Catherine Vreeland will be going to the Davie classes. We still need a volunteer for the Jupiter campus. It was suggest that maybe cookies could be sold in the classes as a fund raiser and orders could be taken for t-shirts. The point was made that the professors are giving us 5 or 10 minutes of their class time to promote lobby day and the time should be used for that purpose.

Vicki will make arrangements with the bus company as she has developed a relationship with them.

David Pfeffer will work on getting hotel reservations.

We were too late to reserve a place to set up a lunch on the capital grounds as we did last year with our “Soup Kitchen”, so it was suggested that we develop a new theme this year, perhaps a Tailgate Party. Lyndsi will talk to her sister who is a chef to see if she would be willing to help us with the food.

It is a good idea to set up an appointment with your legislator ahead of time if possible. To find your legislator go to www.leg.state.fl.us. 

On the 30th, buses will leave the Boca campus around 7:00 a.m. (Davie students will need to come to Boca) There will only be 2 stops, Jupiter & Port St. Lucie. Someone will need to notify and get permission from campus parking for the attendees to leave their cars overnight in the campus parking garage.

Dr. Barsky is going to contact the media to publicize our trip. Joyce Carr & Monica Vasquez have volunteered to join the Media committee.

When the Legislative Training Day flyer is finalized it will be emailed to students and faculty by Tod in the social work office.

A follow up survey has been created.

We are waiting for permission from the school to have fundraising raffles.

If you are a new member, you can get up to speed by looking at the previous meeting minutes on facebook.

The next meeting date will be emailed to you.

