****Lobby Day Training 02/26/2009 Notes**** 

**Nan Rich 

*Social Work Protection Bill and Reimbursement 

-Curtis Peterson- works in Congress to pass the same bill 

-Social Workers spoke out, showed importance, need, and reasoning from their practice experience and educational experience to give support for the bill's passing and to advocate for its PASSING. 

*Difficult Session 

-Stimulus-to take or not to take 

Benefits: Fix tax structure 

Fix health care ($ 3.2 billion to benefit Medicare and Disabled) 

If any release of general revenue happened- NO RELEASE!- yet, this did not work. 

-$ 8 billion cut from budget in 2 years 

-Suggestion for agenda- keep $$$ in Health Care budget 

-Increase in cigarette tax- NO OPPOSSERS(!), except, cigarette giant- Phillip Morris lobbyists- if we raise the cigarette tax to $1, we can raise the revenue for Florida significantly. 

-State is registered slightly Democratic, yet 2/3 of Legislature/Congress is Republican. 

-www.fairdistricts.org , to ensure fair districting- avoid gerrymandering and set-up reapportionment – NOT RIGHT(!)- Constituents SHOULD NOT be chosen; Legislatures SHOULD be chosen! 

-(2) bills on ballot for Fair Districts 

-Respects communities of interest 

-Involves courts – if necessary- for fairer districting 

**Questions and Answers 

*Prevention Programs 

Successful 

· Jail Intervention Programs 

- $48 million spent 

- (2) floors jail/ (3) floors for Treatment areas. 

- (why are we...) criminalizing mental illness(?) 

Yet... 

- Healthy Start cuts- WHY? 

As a result, Prevention Programs, are hard to pass. 

*Districting 

-Clinton Administration – sampling used. 

· The party in power (Tallahassee) is not interested in EVERYONE being counted 

· Yet, ALL SHOULD BE COUNTED in census to make budgeting more effective 

· Florida- was found to be under-counted in census. 

· Media attention should count and start. 

· Crist- supposed to be Florida's “People's First” governor 

-ACT LIKE ONE! 

*Influence in future judicial choices 

· GLBT Adoption – does not anticipate it will be heard at all during this session. 

· Dade County, Florida Judge Lederman Gay Adoption case- being appealed in Supreme Court – Law Unconstitutional 

· Only way to get it passed is through courts 

· Too much opposition 

· Monroe County, Florida Judge Audlin Jr ruled GBLT Adoption unconstitutional, as well- yet no being heard in Supreme Court. 

*Florida Redistricting 

- Support is necessary 

- #1 bill being pushed in Florida 

Michele Hawkins will go to classes with info on the bill 

-got passed, then got to governor Crists' desk; got a phone call from Israel from Nan Rich, to get it passed. 

**Plaque Presented to Nan Rich for Tireless Work with Vulnerable Populations** 

**Megan Lott-- NASW Legislative Chair- State- Broward County- PACE on state level. 

*NASW Code of Ethics (6.04) 

-advocate for those you are serving and for social workers themselves. 

*Executive Branch 

· Governor Crist – Republican 

· Lt. Governor- Jeff Kottkamp – Republican 

-in news for spending frivolously 

*Disadvantages due to lack of education on current issues in the federal and state level 

- every vote counts 

- read the paper everyday or read the online paper feeds everyday 

*State Agencies 

· Department of Health 

· DCF 

· Agency for Health Care Administration 

· Department of Elder Affairs 

· Department of Disabilities 

*Legislature 

· House – 120 representatives – 2 year term 

· Senate – 40 senators – 4 year terms 

*Know your officials and who is on your bill(!) and who opposes it(!) 

*Equal Rights Amendment – one of the few bills not ratified since the 1970's. 

*GLBT – STORNGLY opposed! 

*Legislative Process 

-How a bill become a law comic - http://www.flickr.com/photos/rllayman/315814825/ 

- Committee and Council Process 

- Councils (FL House) 

· Standing Committees 

· Select Committees 

· Conference Committees 

· Joint Committees 

*Bill can be heard in council, but may be pushed to committees or to multiple committees. 

*meat of work is done here on all bills 

-costs 

-benefits 

-cons 

-committee review of the bill 

Committee can see this and table a bill. To avoid this correct wording of the bill is crucial. 

*Affect Process 

· Write bill 

· Speak @ committee meeting 

· Write legislative official or email them about your cause 

· Schedule a face-to-face 

· Call legislatures 

· Encourage and educate others about your target bill 

- BE AN ADVOCATE – Create Change! 

· Register for emails from legislator 

· Join capwiz 

http://capwiz.com/socialworkers/home/ 

or 

http://www.socialworkers.org/advocacy/listserv/choices.asp 

*Legislators – Why listen? 

· You are a constituent 

· Ensure that you have reliable information 

· You are a representative of a group they want to support them – you work in the field that they are targeting 

· Use your experiences 

**Remember** 

- Legislators see over 1000 bills a year, in session over 165 bills 

· Be a source of knowledge – Know your cause! 

· 50 to 60 separate contacts w/ legislator to make a an imapct 

· Be honest! - If you do not know, say so! Know your facts! Be truthful! 

· If you do not have the information get back to them with it or make efforts to get it to them or email it to them. 

· Staffers are your friends – they take info to their boss, BE POLITE! 

**FAQ's** 

- The regular session begins on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March and lasts for sixty days. It ends either in sine die adjournment, with the ceremonial dropping of white handkerchiefs by each house’s Sergeant at Arms, or in an extension of the regular session to complete unfinished work. 

· Senate Bills – SB or S and it will be even numbered bill 

· House Bills – HB or H and it will be odd numbered bill 

· Underlined = new text 

· Overstrike = has been taken out of bill text 

· Engrossed vs. Enrolled Bill 

amended converted to an activating 

can be engrossed many times may have not been engrossed 

passed in both houses in identical form 

*Issues 

· Profession of Social Work 

· Mental Health Parity 

· Child Welfare 

· Health Care 

· Social Welfare 

· Profession of Social Work 

- Clarify ambiguity in the bill – risk lawsuit 

- Loan forgiveness 

· Mental Health Parity 

- HB147 Coverage for Mental/Nervous Disorders 

- SB354 Coverage for Mental/Nervous Disorders & Insurance 

**Ensure that when you are advocating for a bill, let the legislator know who is negatively being impacted by these disadvantages. 

**Check for appropriations 

· Child Welfare 

- GLBT Adoption 

- Reduce bullying in schools 

- cuts in foster care training 

- Title 4-E Funding 

- reduce barriers to adoption 

- expand pools of available foster homes for foster children 

- loan forgiveness for child welfare social workers 

- SB1128 

- HB381 

· Health Care 

- KidCare Funding 

- accessible and affordable daycare for all children 

· Social Welfare 

- Human Trafficking 

- reduce discrimination 

- fair immigration laws 

· Diversity Bills 

- HB1007 

- SB 314/HB 203 

- SB 460 

- SB 500/HB 413 

*argue for creating sources of revenue for taxations, i.e., when you buy a yacht, NO TAXES(?) - Why is this allowable? 

· Make sure when you are looking up bills in session – look for 2009 session, NOT 2009A 

· check advocacy websites for causes for wording of particular bills or causes to push 

· follow-up on bill progress, promises made by legislator, promises made by sponsors or co-sponsors, etc. 

Posted by: Catherine R Dockweiler Vreeland 

