CORE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MEETING

November 29, 2007

MINUTES

Location:  SU 80, Room 223

Call to Order:  10:05 AM

Members Present: Bill Bosshardt, Michael Brady, Jerry Haky, Eric Hanne; Michael Harrawood; Tim Lenz; Cliff McCue; Dan Murtaugh; Ed Pratt-chair; Debera Thomas
Member(s) Absent: Lee Klingler; Maria Petrie


Ed opened the meeting by welcoming the new committee and asked everyone to introduce themselves.  He stated that the prior Core Curriculum Task Force (CCTF) had been in existence for a number of years and had numerous discussions about core revision.  They wrote a mission statement for the core, which they renamed the Intellectual Foundations core, and initiated the freshman reading program.  The establishment of the new Core Curriculum Committee (CCC) was approved by faculty governance earlier this semester; the CCC is now a subcommittee of the UUPC.  To get the process of core revision started, Ed drafted a proposal for the undergraduate curriculum and asked committee members to review it and to suggest changes.  Once revisions are made, we will need to send the document to faculty for their opinions.  Faculty ownership of the core is extremely important.  CCC members will need to meet with college faculty assemblies, undergraduate curriculum committees, and departments.  It would be helpful, as well, to hold an open forum on curriculum revision.  The core will be renamed the general education curriculum to reflect the purposefulness of the changes.  The committee members discussed how the core should be structured.  Some members suggested that clear guidelines should be given to faculty about the types of courses to be included in the new curriculum, such as requiring that they not be “introduction to the discipline” courses.  Other members said that such decisions should be left up to the colleges; otherwise, implementation of a new curriculum might prove impossible.  At any rate, all general education courses must meet the learning expectations in each category and go through an approval process.  Most members agreed that we should aim for approval of the new curriculum by the end of spring 2008, with implementation scheduled for fall 2009.  Everyone agreed that we should emphasize to faculty that our committee is newly constituted, approved by faculty governance, and quite serious about core revision.  
The CCC agreed on the following tentative deadlines in the process of core revision:

· Submit a draft recommendation to the faculty by December 13.  
· Meet with individual colleges and faculty in January and February 2008
· The CCC and UUPC will convene a university-wide forum on general education revision at the end of February 2008
· College undergraduate program committees will forward to CCC their recommendations for core revision by mid/late March 2008
At the next meeting on December 6, 2007, we will discuss concrete recommendations for changing the document.  It is especially important to ensure that the skills components emphasized in the introduction of the draft are followed through in later sections.

Meeting adjourned 11:15 am
