
Item: SP: A-5 

Tuesday, April 20, 2021 

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF TREASURE COAST UNIVERSITY SCHOOL CHARTER RENEWAL

PROPOSED Board ACTION 

Approve renewal of the charter with FAU-Treasure Coast University Schools, Inc., for the 
continuing operation of the Palm Pointe Educational Research School at Tradition. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Palm Pointe Educational Research School at Tradition was established in 2006. It is a charter laboratory 
school sponsored by the FAU Board of Trustees in accordance with section 1002.32, F.S. The school is 
federally designated as a Title I school, and it serves 1,431 students in grades K-8 with an average student-
teacher ratio of 16 to 1.  

Palm Pointe Educational Research School has a three-fold mission: (i) serving as a demonstration site for 
teacher education, (ii) developing primary level curricula, and (iii) conducting research. The school is 
succeeding in meeting its mission. Palm Pointe Educational Research School is an "A" rated school and 
has been recognized for excellence in the state of Florida as a Florida's State Board of Education School 
of Excellence, and nationally as an ING Unsung Hero and a National Beta School of Distinction. Some 
examples of research projects conducted at the school include Improving the Lives of Children with Peer 
Difficulties; Cross-Sectional Examination of Writing Quality in Elementary School Students: An 
Exploration of an Empirical Based Model of Writing Factors Across Grades 1 to 5; Mathematicians in the 
Making: Building Fluency through Games; Flexible Seating in the Classroom; and Reciprocal Teaching 
and Adolescent Characteristics.  

By state statute, a charter school must be governed by a not-for-profit corporation under a charter with 
a sponsor. FAU-Treasure Coast University Schools, Inc. (“TCUS”), is the not-for-profit that governs the 
Palm Pointe school, and Florida Atlantic University serves as the school sponsor. Dr. Joel Herbst, the 
Superintendent of Schools for the Florida Atlantic University School District, serves as CEO of the TCUS 
board.  



On September 16, 2006, FAU and TCUS entered into charter agreement for the operation of the school. 
That charter agreement expires on June 30, 2021. The charter agreement provides that if certain 
conditions relating to the successful operation of the school have been met, the parties intended that the 
charter be renewed for another fifteen-year term. All of the agreed upon conditions for renewal have 
been met, and the parties desire to continue the successful agreement. 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN/DATE 

The Renewal of the Charter Agreement would go into effect July 1, 2021 and run through June 30, 
2036. 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 

N/A. Pursuant to the terms of the 2006 agreement, TCUS is exclusively responsible for all costs and 
operations of the school. Those terms are unchanged in the proposed renewal. 

Supporting Documentation: Proposed Renewal of the Charter Agreement Between FAU 
and Treasure Coast University Schools, Inc. 

September 16, 2006 Charter Agreement Between FAU and 
Treasure Coast University Schools, Inc. 

Presented by:  Mr. David Kian, Vice President & General Counsel Phone:  561-699-1303 
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THIS RENEWAL OF THE CHARTER AGREEMENT (the “Renewal”) is made and entered 
into on the last date signed below (the “Effective Date”), by and between THE FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES (“FAU”), and FAU – TREASURE COAST UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOLS, INC., a Florida not-for-profit corporation (“TCUS, Inc.”). 

WHEREAS, FAU and TCUS, Inc. entered into that certain Charter Agreement dated September 
16, 2006 (the “Charter”), as it may have been renewed and/or amended, for the purposes of creating and 
maintaining a developmental research charter school pursuant to section 1002.33(5)(a)2, F.S.; and 

WHEREAS, the parties desire to renew the Charter as set forth herein. 

NOW THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the covenants contained herein and other good 
and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, the parties agree as 
follows: 

WITNESSETH 

1. Recitals. The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein.

2. Renewal. The Charter Agreement is set to expire on June 30, 2021.  Pursuant to Article 1.03 of 
the Charter and the terms and conditions set forth therein, the parties agree to renew the Charter 
for an additional 15-year period, ending on June 30, 2036.

3. Ratification; Conflict; Capitalized Terms. Except as modified hereby, all the terms, covenants 
and conditions of the Charter shall remain in full force and effect and are hereby ratified and affirmed. 
In the event of a conflict between the terms of this Renewal and the Charter, the terms of this Renewal 
shall control. All capitalized terms used herein but not expressly defined herein shall have the meaning 
ascribed thereto in the Charter.

4. Signatures.  The parties represent and warrant that any person signing the Charter has the authority 
to do so and that such signature shall be sufficient to bind each party. The Charter may be signed 
electronically and shall be considered signed if/when a party’s signature is delivered by facsimile or
e-mail transmission of a “.pdf” format date file, including via DocuSign. Such signature shall be 
treated in all respects as having the same force and effect as an original. 

[SIGNATURES ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE] 
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[SIGNATURE PAGE TO RENEWAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN FAU AND TCUS, INC.] 
 
 

 
The duly authorized representatives of the parties have affixed their signatures as of dates set forth below: 

 
 
 
FOR TCUS, Inc.: 
 
FAU – TREASURE COAST UNIVERSITY SCHOOLS, INC. 
 

BY:  

NAME:  

TITLE:  

DATE:  

 

FOR FAU: 

THE FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

BY:  

NAME:  

TITLE:  

DATE:   
 


























