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COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 
Tuesday, February 1, 2022 

SUBJECT:  REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF DEGREE TERMINATIONS:  PHD IN COMPLEX

SYSTEMS AND BRAIN SCIENCES  

PROPOSED COMMITTEE ACTION 

Request approval to terminate the PhD in Complex systems and Brain Sciences (42.2706). 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

This program is requested to be terminated as it will be merged with the new PhD in 

Neuroscience at FAU as part of the "Computational and Theoretical Neuroscience" track 

within the new PhD degree program. For several years the program in Complex Systems and 

Brain Sciences has experienced low enrollment and low graduation rates falling below BOG 

graduation criteria in some years for PhD graduation. 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN/DATE 

The termination of the PhD in Complex Systems and Brain Sciences will be effective Fall 2022.  

Students will be notified of a teach-out plan and expected to finish by December 2026. 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 

Program faculty are members of the new PhD in Neuroscience program as well as programs in 

their home academic department.  Faculty have been actively involved in planning the new 

Neuroscience PhD program, so the impact on resources will be minimal. 

Supporting Documentation: Program Termination Form, Program CIP Change Form 

Presented by: Dr. Bret Danilowicz, Vice President for Academic Affairs & Provost 

Phone: 561-297-6350 
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Email this form and attachments to UGPC@fau.edu one week before the UGPC meeting so that materials may be viewed on the UGPC 
website prior to the meeting.  

Center for Complex Systems and Brain Sciences 

PhD in Complex Systems and Brain Sciences
Fall 2022

This program is requested to be terminated as it will be merged with the new PhD in Neuroscience at FAU as 
part of the "Computational and Theoretical Neuroscience" track within the new PhD degree program. For several 
years the program in Complex Systems and Brain Sciences has experienced low enrollment and low graduation 
rates falling below BOG graduation criteria in some years for PhD graduation.  

For current students, a teach-out plan will allow them to graduate with the PhD in Complex Systems and Brain 
Sciences over the next several years. The remaining 10 students have completed their core degree 
requirements and have only dissertation and/or electives course to complete. These elective courses will be 
available as they are offered as part of other programs, including the new PhD in Neuroscience. Some students 
may want to transfer into the new Neuroscience PhD program.

Attached is the BoG Academic Degree Program Termination form. A teach-out plan will be submitted to 
SACSCOC.

Dr. Gary Perry / perryg@fau.edu / 7-4310
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