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SUBJECT:  REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF HONORARY DOCTORATE NOMINATIONS 
 

 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 

Approval of the conferral of Honorary Doctorate on James Patterson. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

University Policy 2.3 (Honorary Doctorates) specifies that those nominated for Honorary Doctorates be 

recommended to the FAU Board of Trustees by the University Faculty Senate Honors and Awards 

Committee, the Provost and the President. One candidate is being   recommended at this time. 

 

James Patterson has been nominated by Valerie Bristor, Dean of the College of Education, for his 

outstanding achievements in literature and his contributions in public service. A graduate of 

Manhattan College and Vanderbilt University, Mr. Patterson has had nineteen consecutive #1 New York 

Times bestselling novels. He has received many awards for his writing, including the Edgar Awards 

Mystery Writers of America, Reader’s Digest Reader’s Choice Award, Mystery Guild’s Thriller of the 

Year Award, International Thriller of the Year Award and Children’s Choice Book Award. 

 

It is in the area of reading that Mr. Patterson has contributed much in the area of public service. He is 

the founder of the James Patterson Page Turner Awards to recognize groups and individuals for 

spreading the joy of reading. He also established the ReadKiddoread.com website to help adults find 

books that kids will love. James Patterson Scholarships have been established at Manhattan College, 

Vanderbilt University and Florida Atlantic University to support students pursuing careers in teaching 

with special emphasis on reading education. 
 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN/DATE 
If approved, this Honorary Doctorate will be conferred at a future commencement ceremony.  

 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 

N/A. 
 

Supporting Documentation:                 Nomination materials 

Presented by: Dr. Brenda Claiborne, Provost                          Phone:  561-297-3062 
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