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Nazi Racism

German adults attend a class in racial theory. Germany, date uncertain.
--Bayerische Staatsbibliothek München

RATIONALE

Why teach about Nazi 
ideology and racism?
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https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/20200501_Nazi_Racism_Lesson.pdf



.  -United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, courtesy of Roland Klemig

EUGENICS
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

What is race?

What is racism?

What is Nazi racism?

What role did racism play in the Holocaust?

What specific actions during the Holocaust 
can be categorized as racist or antisemitic?
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Logo of the Second International Congress of Eugenics, 1921. Source: Wikimedia
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Chart with the title "Die Nürnberger Gesetze" [Nuremberg Race Laws]. --US Holocaust Memorial Museum 8



--Universal History Archive Getty Images --Bundesarchiv, Bild 146-1986-044-08 / 
Unknown / CC-BY-SA 3.0 9



FIVE THINGS EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW ABOUT RACE

1. Race is a modern idea.

2. Race has no genetic basis.

3. Human subspecies don't exist. 

4. Skin color really is only skin deep.

5. Most variation is within, not between, "races."
Source: PBS.org
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How did Nazi Germany use eugenics to support their racist ideas?

How did Nazi Germany spread racist ideas to its citizens?

Jewish people are not a racial group, and yet the Nazis and others believed Jews were a 
threat because of these false racial beliefs. Where did the false Nazi racist beliefs 
originate?

What role did racism play in the Holocaust? 

How did Nazi racial ideology extend to other minorities?

Prior to this work did you associate Nazis with racism?

What evidence did you find that classifies Nazi ideology as racist?

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
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Please cut to 8:50 – 10:40
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Sally N. Levine
sallylevine@holocaust.georgia.gov
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