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Martin Luther King Jr. and Abraham Joshua Heschel.  
Their names stand for the quest for justice and equality.  
Martin grew up in a loving family in the American South, at a time when this country was plagued by 
racial discrimination. He aimed to put a stop to it. He became a minister like his daddy, and he 
preached and marched for his cause.  
Abraham grew up in a loving family many years earlier, in a Europe that did not welcome Jews. He 
found a new home in America, where he became a respected rabbi like his father, carrying a 
message of peace and acceptance. 
Here is the story of two icons for social justice, how they formed a remarkable friendship and turned 
their personal experiences of discrimination into a message of love and equality for all. 
 

 
 
"Heeding the Call: Jewish Voices in America's Civil Rights Struggle" chronicles the multifaceted role of 
Jewish Americans in the difficult struggle for civil rights. Their story will inspire the next generation of 
young Jews and African Americans to renew the legacy of cooperation which once united both groups.  
The struggle for equal rights in America forged a close connection between African Americans and Jews. 
But in recent years, that once amicable relationship has become strained. In "Heeding the Call," young 
people will discover how much the shared history of both groups unites rather than divides them. 
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Hitler's American Model: The United States and the Making of Nazi Race Law 

By James Q. Whitman 

How American race law provided a blueprint for Nazi Germany 
 

Nazism triumphed in Germany during the high era of Jim Crow laws in the United States. Did the American 
regime of racial oppression in any way inspire the Nazis? The unsettling answer is yes. In Hitler’s American 
Model, James Whitman presents a detailed investigation of the American impact on the notorious 
Nuremberg Laws, the centerpiece anti-Jewish legislation of the Nazi regime. Contrary to those who have 
insisted that there was no meaningful connection between American and German racial repression, 
Whitman demonstrates that the Nazis took a real, sustained, significant, and revealing interest in American 
race policies. 
 
As Whitman shows, the Nuremberg Laws were crafted in an atmosphere of considerable attention to the 
precedents American race laws had to offer. German praise for American practices, already found in 
Hitler’s Mein Kampf, was continuous throughout the early 1930s, and the most radical Nazi lawyers were 
eager advocates of the use of American models. But while Jim Crow segregation was one aspect of 
American law that appealed to Nazi radicals, it was not the most consequential one. Rather, both American 
citizenship and antimiscegenation laws proved directly relevant to the two principal Nuremberg Laws—the 
Citizenship Law and the Blood Law. Whitman looks at the ultimate, ugly irony that when Nazis rejected 
American practices, it was sometimes not because they found them too enlightened, but too harsh. 
 
Indelibly linking American race laws to the shaping of Nazi policies in Germany, Hitler’s American Model 
upends understandings of America’s influence on racist practices in the wider world. 
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