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ENLACE FLORIDA 
2nd ANNUAL STUDENT EDUCATION POLICY CONFERENCE
February 25-28, 2010
University of South Florida
Tampa, Florida
ENLACE FLORIDA is a statewide network funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation and managed by NCCEP to promote college readiness, access, and success for Latinos, African-Americans, and other underrepresented students through non-partisan research, communication, advocacy, and support.

On Thursday, February 25, 2010, sixty-six college students from across the state of Florida will convene on the campus of University of South Florida, Tampa Campus for the Second Annual Florida Student Education Policy Conference to deliberate the state of public education in Florida and recommend the ways and means by which it can be improved.  

These students, selected through a competitive application process, will have the opportunity to hear directly from elected officials and education leaders about the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.  They will study and debate critically important policy issues, including Florida’s high school curriculum and the financial aid system.  More importantly, the students will draft and approve resolutions that they will take directly to Tallahassee.

Select students will present approved resolutions to members of the Florida Legislature and the Governor’s Office on March 10, 2010 in Tallahassee.  All students who are selected to participate in the Florida Student Education Policy Conference will be expected to attend the ENLACE FLORIDA Day at the State Capitol in Tallahassee on Tuesday, March 17, 2010.  There, students will advocate and promote college readiness, access, and success for underrepresented students directly to elected officials and education leaders.

Every student selected to participate in this ENLACE FLORIDA student conference (February 25-28, 2010) and ENLACE FLORIDA Day (March 17, 2010) will have all their travel expenses covered.  Each will also be eligible for cash awards and honors presented for distinguished and notable contributions to the student conference.  They will also be encouraged to submit essays on their educational experiences and aspirations during a statewide student essay contest organized by ENLACE FLORIDA.  Individual and Delegation prizes will be announced at a luncheon at the state capitol during ENLACE FLORIDA Day.
Aside from becoming eligible for these awards, students will also benefit from:

· debating with other college students on policy issues that impact them directly

· presenting their views directly to elected officials and leaders in Tallahassee

· developing a network of friends and associates around the state

· gaining valuable experience as a student leader that will look great on a resume

If you are interested in participating in the ENLACE FLORIDA student education conference and ENLACE FLORIDA Day, please fill out the following application form (which includes a 2-3 page essay). 
Submit all application materials to Dr. Nancy Poulson – GS 212D (npoulson@fau.edu – 561-297-3845) by October 23, 2009.
Applicants will be selected and notified by November 2, 2009.
ENLACE FLORIDA STUDENT EDUCATION POLICY CONFERENCE 
Participant Application 
Florida Student Education Policy Conference, February 25-28, 2010
University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida

ENLACE FLORIDA Day, March 17, 2010
The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida

Name: ___________________________________ Phone(s):____________________________________________
Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________ State:___________________ Zip:__________________

Expected Graduation Year: __________ Major: ____________________________ Cumulative GPA: ________
FAU Email: ___________________________________ Personal Email: __________________________________ Hometown: _______________________________ Race/Ethnicity: ______________________________________

1. Are you the first person in your family to attend college? _____Yes    _____No
2. Did you participate in the ENLACE FLORIDA day in Tallahassee last year, March 31, 2009? ___Yes   ___No 
3. If you did participate in ENLACE FLORIDA Day 2008 or 2009, what did the experience teach you about state government and our educational system?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Have you ever attended a student policy/debate conference before, such as a Model United Nations, the United States Hispanic Leadership Institute, or another leadership/debate conference?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Are you currently working a full or part-time job in order to pay for your college education?  If so, how many hours per week?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What are some of the extracurricular activities or clubs that you are currently involved in, including athletics?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Looking back on your high school career, do you feel that you were adequately prepared for the demands of college-level coursework?  If so, please explain what teachers, courses, or counselors were important in preparing you for college.  If not, please explain what could have been done differently to prepare you better for the demands of college.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Looking at your college experiences to date, what have been the most significant barriers to your success?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What could your university or community college do differently to promote your success?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
ESSAY: The state of Florida is facing a number of challenges in its public education system, from pre-kindergarten through graduate school.  These challenges include finding the means to fund the schools at a level that will make Florida competitive nationally and internationally; improving failing schools; developing a curriculum that is rigorous and relevant; providing students with the financial means to pursue their college dreams; and maintaining a state university system and community college system that can accommodate student demand and prepare our students to fill the demands of Florida’s growing workforce.  
Based on your experiences and understanding of Florida’s unique challenges and opportunities in education, please append to this application a 2 to 3-page essay outlining the steps that Florida can and should take to improve college readiness, access, and success for Latinos, African Americans, limited income, and first generation students.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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ENLACE FLORIDA
University of South Florida, 4202 E. Fowler Avenue, SOC 107 Tampa, FL  33620

813-974-3673-Main 813-974-1050-Fax
ENLACE FLORIDA is a statewide network funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation and managed by NCCEP to promote college readiness, access, and success for Latinos, African-Americans, and other underrepresented students through non-partisan research, communication, advocacy, and support.

