Somaesthetics: Contemporary Developments and Asian Traditions

In the last fifteen years, somaesthetics has developed as a new interdisciplinary research
paradigm, extending from philosophical aesthetics into philosophy of mind and ethics,
design, education, human-computer interaction, social theory, the arts, and the arts of
healing. Although the conceptualization and name of “somaesthetics” is modern (introduced
by Richard Shusterman), many of its core ideas can be found in ancient traditions, notably
those of Asia, which provided an important inspiration to its Western development. This
international conference will focus on contemporary developments of somaesthetics in
philosophy and the arts, giving special attention to the East-Asian context. It will also mark
the occasion of the Chinese translation of Richard Shusterman’s Body Consciousness: A
Philosophy of Mindfulness and Somaesthetics, published by The Commercial Press. Richard
Shusterman will provide a keynote lecture at the conference, along with Zhang Zailin and
Peng Feng who have helped make somaesthetics a popular idea in contemporary Chinese
philosophy, culture, and art.

The conference papers will treat such topics such as (1) the recent development of
somaesthetics, (2) somaesthetics and its East-Asian tradition, (3) somaesthetics and
contemporary art, and (4) somaesthetics and the aestheticization of the everyday.

Conference speakers include Richard Shusterman (Professor, Florida Atlantic University),
Roger Ames (Professor, University of Hawaii), Thecla Schiphorst (Associate Professor, Simon
Fraser University), Peng Feng (Professor, Peking University), Zhang Zailin (Professor, Xi‘an
Jiaotong University), Gao Jianping (Professor, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences) , Liu
Chengji (Professor, Beijing Normal University), Chen Xiangzhan (Professor, Shandong
University), Wang Xiaohua (Professor, Shenzhen University), Liu Yuedi (Associate Professor,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences), and others.

The conference will be held at Peking University (Yannanyuan 56), July 23 to July 24. The
conference is organized by Peng Feng of the Center for Aesthetics and Aesthetic Education at
Peking University with the kind support of Beijing Association of Philosophy. Conference
languages are Chinese and English.

The public is welcome to attend. For more information on the conference and an updated
program, please contact Li Shuai <lishuai604@126.com> or consult the conference webpage
http://www.caae.pku.edu.cn/
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