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Activity: Engaging the Debate



    Grades 3-12


 
            




                 Sunshine State Standards 








           see page 2 & 3



Many of Guayasamín’s paintings, such as La cantera (The Accident), depict the political oppression, racism, poverty, and class division he saw around him in much of his native Ecuador and South America. Considered an activist for social justice and reform, he was recognized by the United Nations Scientific, Educational, and Cultural Organization for “an entire life of work for peace.” 


Materials needed (optional):

Art supplies may include poster board or construction paper as well as writing and drawing implements.

Activity:

1. Have students identify circumstances they think are unjust. Topics may range from homework expectations to world hunger.

2. Narrow their ideas to a few topics, and as a group have them work through the causes behind each issue (why do teachers assign so much homework? Who is responsible for making sure people don’t go hungry? etc.).

3. Once a general idea has been developed about each topic, divide the students into teams and assign two teams to each topic: one defensive and one offensive (for example, one justifying homework, one protesting; one justifying world hunger, one promoting change).

4. Allow each team to discuss their position among themselves. If time permits, they may collaborate on a poster or some form of art to better present their position.

5. Stage a mock debate, two teams at a time. Each side will display their protest art and use it in their presentation. Allow each side five minutes to state their position, then give two minutes to the other side to respond. Allow the audience to ask questions, then vote on which side was more convincing.

Modified:

1. Have students collectively identify circumstances they consider unjust.

2. Tell each student to pick a topic (or assign them topics).

3. Have students create a poster or piece of art defending their position on the issue, and write several paragraphs (or a poem) explaining how their artwork relates to their issue.
Applicable Sunshine State Standards: 

LA.5.4.2.1 - write in a variety of informational/expository forms.

LA.5.4.3.1 - write persuasive text that establish and develop a controlling idea and supporting arguments for the validity of the proposed idea with detailed evidence.

LA.5.4.3.2 - include persuasive techniques. 

LA.6.4.2.1 - write in a variety of informational/expository forms. 

LA.6.4.3.1 - write persuasive text that establishes and develops a controlling idea, using appropriate supporting arguments and detailed evidence.

LA.6.4.3.2 - include persuasive techniques. 

LA.7.4.2.1 - Write in a variety of technical/informational forms. 

LA.7.4.3.1 - write persuasive text that establishes and develops a controlling idea, using appropriate supporting arguments and detailed evidence.

LA.7.4.3.2 - include persuasive techniques. 

LA.8.4.2.1 - write in a variety of informational/expository forms. 

LA.8.4.3.1 - - write persuasive text that establishes and develops a controlling idea, and supports arguments for the validity of the proposed idea with detailed evidence.

LA.8.4.3.2 - include persuasive techniques.

LA.8.5.2.2 - use effective listening and speaking strategies for informal and formal discussions, connecting to and building on the ideas of a previous speaker and respecting the viewpoints of others when identifying bias or faulty logic.

LA.910.4.1.1 - write in a variety of expressive and reflective forms that use a range of appropriate strategies and specific narrative techniques, employ literary devices, and sensory description.

LA.910.4.1.2 - incorporate figurative language, emotions, gestures, rhythm, dialogue, characterization, plot, and appropriate format.

LA.910.4.3.1 - write essays that state a position or claim, present detailed evidence, examples, and reasoning to support effective arguments and emotional appeals, and acknowledge and refute opposing arguments.

LA.910.4.3.2 - include persuasive techniques.

LA.1112.4.1.1 - write in a variety of expressive and reflective forms that uses a range of appropriate strategies and specific narrative techniques, employs literary devices, and sensory description.

LA.1112.4.1.2 - incorporate figurative language, emotions, gestures, rhythm, dialogue, characterization, plot, and appropriate format.

LA.1112.4.3.1 - write essays that state a position or claim, present detailed evidence, examples, and reasoning to support effective arguments and emotional appeals, and acknowledge and refute opposing arguments.

LA.1112.4.3.2 - include persuasive techniques.
VA.A.1.2 - The student understands and applies media, techniques, and processes.
VA.B.1.2 - The student creates and communicates a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas using knowledge of structures and functions of visual arts.

VA.C.1.2 - The student understands the visual arts in relation to history and culture.
VA.A.1.3 - The student understands and applies media, techniques, and processes.
VA.B.1.3 - The student creates and communicates a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas using knowledge of structures and functions of visual arts.

VA.C.1.3 - The student understands the visual arts in relation to history and culture.
VA.A.1.4 - The student understands and applies media, techniques, and processes.
VA.B.1.4 - The student creates and communicates a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas using knowledge of structures and functions of visual arts.

VA.C.1.4 - The student understands the visual arts in relation to history and culture.
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