
The Mutilation of the Body and Algerian Society in Yasmina Khadra’s 

Le Dingue au bistouri (1990)
Yasmina Khadra is the pen name of Mohamed Moulessehoul, a former Algerian  army officer. Khadra published his early novels using pseudonyms. His identity (and gender) remained a mystery until revealed in 2001. He continues to write under the pseudonym Yasmina Khadra. 

Le Dingue au bistouri (The Nutcase with the Bistoury) was first published in Algiers (Editions Laphomic) in 1990 under the pseudonym Brahim Llob. It is Khadra’s first novel featuring Brahim Llob, the incorruptible Algerian police inspector who became  popular with Algerian readers, developing an international following when the Llob series was published in France and translated into several languages. 

A serial killer is terrorizing Algiers. The victims are tortured, mutilated, and their hearts are taken. A black star is left in each victim’s mouth. Before finishing off his terrified victims, the killer calls Llob and describes what he is about to do. Llob tries desperately to reason with the killer, powerless to stop the horror.

This paper will examine the ominously prescient nature of the novel, which appeared as Algeria was sliding into a decade of unspeakable violence known as The Black Decade. Inspector Llob laments the chaos and decomposition of his beloved city, noting the seething anger of its population. The killer, Llob comes to realize, is a product of their severely dysfunctional society, and the savage brutality of his actions on the bodies of his victims foreshadows the horrors about to befall the body of Yasmina Khadra’s Algeria; something he, like Llob, knows is coming but is powerless to stop.   
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