WAC Committee Meeting Minutes

February 26, 2010 in SU 113
Present: Jeff Galin, Niki Wilson, Dan Murtaugh, Allen Smith, Wairimu Njambi, and Julia Mason. 
Absent:  Michelle Hawkins, Lynne Hahn, Ellen Ryan, Tsung-Chow Su, Jamie Cunningham.
NEXT WAC COMMITTEE MEETING:

March 26, 2010, SU 113, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

I. Discuss grant proposal from the College of Nursing.

· The College of Nursing’s grant proposal was distributed to the committee members for review.

· Jeff Galin (JG) noted that the Chair’s signature is missing.

· Several members noted that the benefit for students is missing, as well as how many faculty will be affected.

· JG pointed out that this grant could serve as a model for supporting our ESL students college-wide.

· Dan Murtaugh (DM) pointed out that a word is missing on the second page – an important word – indicating what will be produced.

· Julia Mason (JM) would like to hear the problems encountered with ESL students and then what the objectives will be for this project.  Research should be provided to outline the key problems.  

· DM questioned whether the language and linguistics department has already done research like this.  JG suggested that the nursing team, consult with Language and Linguistics and TESOL in Education to find what research is currently available.

· Everyone agreed that it is a good proposal, but the College of Nursing will need to:

· Do some research and find what specific kinds of ESOL concerns they are facing.

· Determine what kinds of strategies are available in other fields?

· Determine how can these strategies be translated into the nursing field?

· Clarify their assessment procedures and instruments.

· Clarify what impact there will be on the students.
· A request was made for the external consultant to provide a short vita of her expertise and formal training in TESOL pedagogy.
· JG questioned whether there were any suggestions for the second grant that we have available.  The committee reviewed examples from grant applications at other universities.  JM mentioned that she will speak to a few professors who might be interested.

II. WAC Assessment Rubric Use in the Classroom / Norming Session

· JG explained to the committee the difficulty that can arise using the WAC Assessment rubric to grade student writing in the classroom.  

· Each committee member was given the rubric and two papers for each to grade utilizing the class rubric.  

· JG pointed out the slight changes in the rubric that have been made to accommodate its use in the classroom; for instance, a new category, ‘assignment,’ has been added.  The zero, discard, category has also been removed.  There is now a “Class Rubric” in addition to the “Assessment Rubric.”  A header will be added that recommends that papers that do not meet the minimum standards be returned and not graded.
· JG shared the WAC Assessment Rater-Score Sheet that he is currently testing in his classroom this term.

· After going through our scores, JG asked the committee if the rater-score sheet would be effective in the classroom.

· JM replied definitely.  She would like to have access to it now because it would help her in directing her comments and providing the students a clear-cut outline of her grading criteria.

· DM agreed that students would be able to discuss with their instructor specific areas in which they are not scoring well, based on the rubric.

· JM suggested that the traits on the class rubric should be changed from a numerical order to letters and the same change should be made on the rater-score sheet, which will make it easier to read.

· JG will send out the rater-score sheet to the committee once minor revisions have been made.

III. Update from the Honors College

· Wairmu Njambi (WN) told the committee that the Honors College hired Rachel C., M.F.A to run the writing program.  WN will invite her to the next WAC Committee meeting.

Next Meeting in SU 113 on Friday, March 26th.

