CRITERIA FOR WAC DESIGNATION 

College Writing I & II and Courses that

Substitute for College Writing II (ENC 1102)

All courses that substitute for College Writing II will be taught by full-time faculty. Syllabi for new College Writing II-substitute courses must be submitted to the WAC Committee at least three months prior to the expected date of course implementation.  The WAC committee1 will review and forward approved syllabi to the English Department's Writing Committee and will notify the author of approval, denial, or recommendations for revision.

All Teaching Assistants who will take primary responsibility for a College Writing I or II course and who do not have at least eighteen hours of credit in the discipline in which the course is taught must take a teaching seminar before or during their first term teaching, attend supervised colloquia in subsequent semesters until they have earned the eighteen credits, and be mentored by designated tenure-line Instructors.  

All faculty who teach WAC courses will either attend a three-day WAC Curriculum Development seminar or a training program that is collaboratively determined by the Director of WAC and representatives within departments that are sponsoring the courses.  

To receive a WAC designation, the 3-credit course, capped at 22 students, will provide a syllabus that does the following 2:
1. inform students of the writing-intensive nature of the course and explain that WAC courses at FAU fulfill  the state mandated Gordon Rule requirements if the course is passed with a C or better;
2. include writing assignments that promote critical thinking, reading of sustained and challenging texts, and analytical writing;
3. offer writing assignments that encourage students to recognize and examine intellectual and/or cultural assumptions that emerge in the readings and in the student’s own writing;

4. include three or more substantial, out-of-class, thesis-driven writing assignments, each of which must be revised at least once (a revision is a substantial reworking of a draft as distinct from editing and correction of surface errors);
5. include both finished writing and preparatory writing such as drafts, revisions, journal writing, written responses to texts, etc;

6. provide a short, clear, written description of each writing assignment and its evaluation criteria;
7. schedule writing assignments in such a way that allocates time for discussion of assignments, revision, and peer review;
8. devote class time to discussions about how to improve students’ writing and to helping students understand how to complete and revise their responses to the writing assignments;
9. help students learn to read and comment on one another's papers, focusing primarily on substance, i.e., issues that would be addressed by global revision;

10. provide an explanation of how students will receive substantive feedback on graded assignments and drafts that students are required to revise;
11. count writing assignments for at least 80% of the course grade;
12. include a description of the error tracking mechanisms that will be used in the course;  
13. require students to write a target of 5,000 words (+/- 1,000);
14. provide a list of class policies including but not limited to attendance, late papers, grading, participation, format for written assignments, and plagiarism;
15. include the following language informing students about the University wide WAC Assessment project: 
If this class is selected to participate in the university-wide WAC assessment program, you will be required to access the online assessment server, complete the consent form and survey, and submit electronically a first and final draft of a near-end-of-term-paper.
1For sample syllabi, information on these criteria and suggestions for teaching WAC courses, please refer to the WAC Guidelines and Recommendations. This Document and additional helpful information and links will be posted on the WAC web site: http://www.fau.edu/WAC.
2Deviations from any of the above criteria will need to be justified in writing for review and certification purposes.

