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WORLD MUSIC ENSEMBLE - MUN 6806
COURSE SYLLABUS

INSTRUCTOR: James E. Cunningham
MEETING TIME: Thurs 12:00-12:50 PM
ROOM: AL 249 Studio
OFFICE: AL 249
CONSULTATION HOURS: TBA

OFFICE PHONE/VOICE MAIL: (561) 297-2208

EMAIL: jcunning@fau.edu

PURPOSE : The purpose of this variable-topics one-credit graduate course is performance-
based learning of world music ensemble tradition(s). Each semester the class will explore the
music and culture of select genres chosen from the traditions of Africa, the Americas, and Asia.

GOALS:

e global perspective through the study of three different world music traditions
e the development of aural acuity and rhythmic skills

e experience with cooperative rhythmic and melodic performance practice

e cultural and historical perspective of the traditions studied

REQUIREMENTS: Prior musical experience is not required. Because of the hands-on nature of
the course, students are required to attend and participate in all class sessions. The required text
is: Worlds of Music, Jeff Todd Titon ed., 5 edition, Schirmer, 2008. Additional readings and
texts will be assigned depending on the specific tradition studied. Students will participate in one
or more outside class performances per semester. The instructor must be notified in writing
(email) of all absences, both anticipated and unexpected.

EVALUATIONS: Students will be evaluated on attendance, participation, and musical acuity
assessment for each class session, based on a ten-point weekly scale for a total of 150 points
(attendance 50%, participation 25%, musical acuity assessment 25%). Points may be deducted
for early/late departure/arrival and/or non-participation, subject to the discretion of the instructor.
The final exam will included participation in a formal end-of-the-semester concert, which will
act as a final examination (50 points). Final grades will be based on the following scale: A = 93-
100%, A- = 90-92%, B+ = 87-89%, B = 83-86%, B- = 80-82%, C+ = 77-79%, C = 73-76%, C- = 70-72%,
D+ =67-69%, D = 63-66%, D- = 60-62%, F=below 60%.

CONDUCT: Students must be respectful, patient , and attentive in the classroom environment at
all times. In accordance with the FAU Rules and Regulations (Student Handbook pp. 155-163),
students are to refrain from disruptive conduct, falsifying attendance records, phone calls, text
messaging, and internet surfing during class.

HONOR CODE: Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest
ethical standards. Academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, is considered a
serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to
provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other.
Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a
system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility.
Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see:
www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Honor_Code.pdf

1



http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Honor_Code.pdf

DISABILITY AND RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATIONS: In compliance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require special accommodations due to a disability to
properly execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD)
located in Boca Raton, SU 133 (561-297-3880), and follow all OSD procedures. Florida Law
requires that the University provide reasonable accommodations with regard to class attendance,
examinations, and work assignments to students who request such consideration in order to
observe their religious practices and beliefs. Further details can be accessed online at:
http://www.fau.edu/registrar/universitycatalog/univcatalog.php.

REFERENCES/SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTS:
Cunningham, James E. 1985. Mandailing Drum Ensembles of Pakantan. Masters Thesis, San
Diego State University.

Murphy, John P. 2006. Music in Brazil: Experiencing Music, Expressing Culture, New York:
Oxford.

Stone, Ruth. 2005. Music in West Africa. New York: Oxford University Press.

COURSE SCHEDULE (may be subject to change)

WK. 1 = INTRODUGCTION ....oeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeee e eeeseeseeeeseseeseeeesessesseseeseeseeeeeed [date]
WK. 2 = WORLD MUSIC AREA L...ceoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et se s [date]
WK. 3 — WORLD MUSIC AREA 1 (CONT.) cvoteeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeseeseeeesessesseseenee [date]
WK. 4 — WORLD MUSIC AREA 1 (CONT.) cooeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseesereeeeeesenseeseenene. [date]
WK. 5 — WORLD MUSIC AREA 1 SKILLS REVIEW .....voveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene, [date]
WK. 6 = WORLD MUSIC AREA 2......ovevieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeeeeeveees e s [date]
WK. 7 — WORLD MUSIC AREA 2 (CONT.) cvrtveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeseeessesseseseenee [date]
WK. 8 — WORLD MUSIC AREA 2 (CONT.) cooeveeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseesereseeee e eseesees e, [date]
WK. 9 — WORLD MUSIC AREA 2 SKILLS REVIEW .....voveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeene, [date]
WK. 10 = WORLD MUSIC AREA 3....vuveeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e ees e eeeeseenen s [date]
WK. 11 — WORLD MUSIC AREA 3 (CONT.) tvveeveieeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeseeseeeeseeeeseseenees [date]
WK. 12 — WORLD MUSIC AREA 3 (CONT.) oeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeee e s, [date]
WK. 13 — WORLD MUSIC AREA 3 SKILLS REVIEW .....ovveeveieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen, [date]
WK. 14 — WORLD MUSIC AREAS 1 & 2 REVIEW.....co.vieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeenen, [date]
WK. 15 — WORLD MUSIC AREAS 1, 2 & 3.vrreveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeeeeessese e [date]

FINAL EXAM — WORLD MUSIC CONCERT - TBA
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