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Tentative Itinerary

Friday, May 7

a. Mid Afternoon Departure from Fort
Lauderdale

b. Afternoon Arrival in San Jose

c. Bus transfer to Volcano Arenal (3 hours)

d. Check-In to the Violcan Lodge

e. Individual Arrangements for Dinner

Saturday, May 8

a. Breakfast at the Hotel

b. Tour of Volcano Arenal National Park
¢. Tour of Chayote/Pineapple/ Plantation
d. Group Dinner at Tabacon Resort

Sunday, May 9

a. Breakfast at the Hotel — Check-Out

b. Bus transfer to Café Brit (Coffee)

¢. Check-In to the Crowne Plaza Corobici
d. Afternoon Lecture — Dr. Rhodd

Monday, May 10

| a. Breakfast at the Hotel

b. Morning Visit: Conair de Costa Rica
¢. Mid Moming Tour to Baxter/MERCK/Pfizer
d. Afternoon visit to Mineral water or Brewery

Tuesday, May 11

a. Breakfast at the Hotel

b. Moming INTEL/SYSDE

¢. Mid Morning Visit to TeleTech

d. Afternoon Visit/ Lecture at INCAE Business

Wednesday, May 12

=

Additional information: www.ericchiang.org

| Thursday, May 13

' a. Breakfast at the Hotel

b. Moming Lecture: U.S. Embassy
¢. City Tour, Lunch and Shopping
d. Afternoon Lecture; CINDE

a. Breakfast at the Hotel

| b. Moming Visit: ICE

¢. Afternoon — Free (School Donation)

Friday, May 14

a. Breakfast at the Hotel

b. Check-Out of Hotel

c. Transfer by Bus to San Jose Airport for
return to Flarida

i

Field Study in International Economics

Costa Rica
ECO 6958

Dr. Rupert Rhodd and Dr. Eric Chiang

Overview

The Field Experience in International Economics (Costa
Rica) course is an insfruction and tour program that
studies production and allocation of resources in Costa
Rica. The course focuses on business and economic
development in Costa Rica.

The course looks at the organizational frameworks related
to resource allocation in Costa Rica, the role of the
international economy (through the operation of
multinational corporations and the conduct of international
trade and finance), and the importance of cultural
differences in business development and practices. This
course will help students gain a better understanding of:

« How exchange rate markets operate

e How business practices differ in developed and
developing countries

e The importance of international capital flows,
trade, and migration to economic development

» Comparative advantage in international trade

¢ The operation of free zones

This course is designed to increase students’ knowledge
of Central America and in particular, Costa Rica, through
instruction, field trips, and independent research. It will
aiso neip io deveiop basic lechnigues of researci wiiling.



Course Outline

P Pre-trip Lectures and Meetings:

e Saturday, April 10: 11:00AM - 12:30PM
Lecture: Overview of Latin and Central American Markets

e Saturday, April 24: 11:00AM - 12:30PM
Lecture: FDI and Currency Markets in Latin America

»Pre-Trip Assignment

Although this is a course conducted in the "C" session of the summer
term, students are expected to complete the pre-trip assignment during
the spring term. This assignment must be submitted electronically by
Saturday, May 31 and should be at least 8 pages.

»Field Experience: May 7-14

Students must attend al lectures, presentations, and tours in Costa
Rica. Students are expected to keep a journal of activities and lectures
as these are to be used and included in the final paper for this course.

» Students with Disabilities

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students
who require special accommodations due fo a disability to property
execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with
Disabilities (OSD) located in Boca Raton — SU 133 (561-297-3880),
and follow all OSD procedures.

»Honor Code

Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the
highest ethical standards. Academic dishonesty, including cheating
and plagiarism, is considered a serious breach of these ethical
standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a
high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage
over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the
University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual frust
and places high value on personal integrity and individual
responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic
dishonesty. For more information, see
www.fau.edu/regulations/chapterd/4.001 Honor Code pdf.

—
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Course Outline

»Final Research Paper

Using the information gathered on the tour as well as information obtained
from agencies, inteational databases, academic joumals, and other
sources, students will write a full length paper of at least 25 pages
excluding fitle page and references. The final paper is due on or before
July 24,

Students may choose to complete their final research paper on a topic
assigned by the professors or may write on another topic related to
economic or business development in Costa Rica. It may be best to get
approval of the topic by the professors.

While most of the information for the research will come from a journal that
each student is required to keep while on tour, students must supplement
this information with additional resources including but not limited to:
academic journals, company and agency websites, and databases.

Because this is a graduate course, students are expected to write a paper
on a topic related to international economics andfor intemational economic
development in Costa Rica. Papers in the form of journal activities on the
tour are unacceptable at this level. All papers will be tested for plagiarism
using SafeAsign Software. Evidence of plagiarism will result in a failing
grade. Additional details regarding this assignment will be provided in the
form of a "Whiting Guide” that will be distributed after the trip.

P Course Grading:
Attendance at April 10 and 24 Lectures  15%
Pre-Trip Assignment 20%
Attendance at Trip Tours and Lectures ~ 25%
Final Paper 40%

} 100 - 95% |
94 — 90%
) 89 - 88%
| 87 — 84%
| 83 —80%
| 79 - 78%

77 =74%
| 73 -70%
Ml 69 — 68%
j 67 —64%
63 — 60%
59 - 0%




ECO 6958: International Economics Field Experience (Costa Rica)
Instructors: Rupert Rhodd and Eric Chiang
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