ANG 6920/New Course Proposal


ANG 6920 - ANTHROPOLOGY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COURSE
New Course Proposal

This course is proposed as a required addition to the graduate curriculum of the Department of Anthropology at Florida Atlantic University. This one-credit, required course will meet once a week for one hour prior to a scheduled graduate seminar.  
ANG 6920  --  ANTHROPOLOGY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COURSE
Syllabus

Objective of the Course.  The objective of this course is to provide the graduate student in anthropology with an understanding of professional activities within the discipline as presented under the tutelage of a professional anthropologist. Advanced graduate students, graduates of the department program, and faculty members will all participate in sharing their knowledge of the discipline.  In addition, students will be expected to fulfill a number of assignments designed to acquaint them with various aspects of professional life. 

Evaluation.  Students will receive a Pass or Fail grade in this course based on the following elements:
Attendance

20%

Participation in class discussions
20%


Satisfactory completion of assignments and revisions

60%
Students are expected to attend every class meeting and to complete all assignments for this course.  Absences can be excused only with documentation of illness, business obligations, or religious holidays.  All assignments must be handed in on time, and students will be required to make revisions in their work from time to time.  To receive a grade of “Pass”, the student must get a total of 80%.
Required Texts
American Anthropological Association.  AAA Code of Ethics (available at www.aaanet.org )

American Anthropological Association.  AAA Style Guide (available at www.aaanet.org )

Freilich, Morris.  Marginal Natives:  Anthropologists at Work.  1970.  New York:  Harper & Row.

Lipson, Charles.  2004.  Doing Honest Work in College.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.

Payne, Lucile Vaughan. 1965.  The Lively Art of Writing.  New York:  Mentor

In addition, students will use the AnthroSource database available through the FAU Library to access anthropology articles in the four subfields for use in completing course assignments.

Course Schedule
Week
Topics to be covered and assignments
1
The profession of anthropology and its subdisciplines.
2
The ethics of anthropological research


Assignment:  Complete IRB training and print out certificate of


completion to turn in.  

Reading: the AAA Code of Ethics; Doing Honest Work in College,

Part I.
3
Basic resources for anthropological research (library instruction)


Assignment:  Meet at library for instruction by reference librarian.
4
How to do a literature search


Assignment:  Prepare a preliminary bibliography for a research paper.

Reading:  Doing Honest Work in College, Part II.
5
Structuring the basic scholarly paper.

Assignment:  Find an article in a journal representing your anthropological


Subdiscipline and photocopy it.  Analyze the article based on your reading


assignment.


Reading:  The Lively Art of Writing, pp. 40-57.
6
Writing an effective abstract.

Assignment:  Read instructions for submitting a proposal for a AAA

conference.  Then write your own “imaginary” abstract based on a


term paper in anthropology that you have done.  Compare your abstract

to an abstract written for a journal article.


Reading: Anthropology article from AnthroSource. 
7
Writing a conference paper.

Assignment:  Using an anthropological term paper that you have written,


convert it into a paper to be delivered in a 15-minute presentation.

8
Keys to a successful conference presentation.  Roundtable with 

advanced graduate students who have presented at conferences.
9
Writing a good resume or curriculum vitae


Assignment:  Obtain the curriculum vitae of four working anthropologists


and analyze their structure.  Then write your own curriculum vita
10
Applying to a Ph.D. program.

Assignment:  Gather information from departments you would like to 


apply to.  Write a letter of intent to accompany that application.
11
Applying for grants and fellowships.  Roundtable with faculty.

Assignment:  Make a list of organizations that provide fellowships to


graduate students.  Include the complete name of the organization, the


deadline for submission, the qualifications for applying, the amount of


assistance available, and so on.

12
Surviving the fieldwork experience.  Faculty roundtable on fieldwork.

Reading: Marginal Natives excerpt.

13
Interview with a successful anthropology graduate student.

Assignment:  Prepare questions for the interviewee.
14.
Interview with a faculty member:  archaeologist.


Assignment:  Prepare questions about professional practice.

15.
Interview with a faculty member:  biological anthropologist.


Assignment:  Prepare questions about professional practice.

16.
Interview with a faculty member:  cultural anthropologist.


Assignment:  Prepare questions about professional practice.
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