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Graduate Programs-PROGRAM CHANGE REQUEST 

DEPARTMENT: SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION ANO MULTIMEDIA 

STUDIES 

COLLEGE: ARTS AND LETTERS 

PROGRAM NAME : 

MASTER OF ARTS WITH MAJOR IN COMMUNICATION 
I 

PLEASE EXPLAIN THE REQUESTED CHANGE(S) ANO OFFER RATIONALE BELOW ANO/OR ATTACHED: 

EFFECTIVE DATE 
(PROVIDE TERMIYEAR) 

FALL2016 

" .· 

REQUESTED CHANGE: FOR BOTH THE THESIS ANO NON-THESIS OPTIONS FOR DEGREE REQUIREMENTS CHANGE 

FROM: 1.B Theory-COM 6424 (3 credits), Communication Theory" 

.,. 

To: 1.B "Theory-(3 credits from the following, as appropriate to generalist program or concentration; no cou rse can be used to 

fulfill both the theory and methodology requirements) : COM 6415, COM 6424, FIL 6807, MMC 6 408, SPC 6234, SPC 6236 

f."• 

R ATIONALE: CURRENTLY BOTH THE THESIS ANO NON-THESIS PATHWAYS TO DEGREE INCLUDE COM 6424 COMMUNICATION T HEORY AS A 

REQUIREMENT FOR STUDENTS COMPLETING OUR MA IN COMMUNICATION. W E REQUEST TO REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT THAT STUDENTS TAKE THAT 

SPECIFIC COURSE ANO INSTEAD BE ALLOWED TO TAKE ANY OF THE ABOVE LISTED THEORY COURSES TO SATISFY OUR REQUIREMENT FOR 3 CREDITS 

OF THEORY. THERE ARE SEVERAL REASONS FOR THIS CHANGE: 

1. THIS IS ACTUALLY A REVERSION TO THE PREVIOUS APPROACH TO THE THEORY REQUIREMENT ANO AFTER SEVERAL YEARS OF SPECIFYING 

ONE PARTICULAR REQUIRED COURSE BOTH FACULTY AND STUDENTS PREFER THE OLDER MODEL 

2. THE CHANGE ALLOWS STUDENTS TO SPECIALIZE IN THEIR SELECTED AREA OF INTEREST ANO TO DEMONSTRATE THAT SPECIALIZATION ON 

A TRANSCRIPT 

3. THE CHANGE AIDS COURSE SCHEDULING BECAUSE TOO FEW FACULTY WERE ABLE/COMMITTED TO TEACHING THE GENERAL COM 6424 
COMMUNICATION THEORY COURSE 

Faculty contacl, emai l and complete phone number: Consult and lisl departments that might be afTected by the change and auaeh comments. 

NIA 
William Trapani, wtrapanl@fau.edu, 7-2051 

Approved by: 

Department Chair: --..l..!<.-=..:::......:====~~~:,....::.:__...=~4--!.'--'=----------

College Curriculum Chair: _(,4~~::::.:::Q~~====--::--=----------

College Dean: __ -c ____ ~_-...,___.,,/~_-_"L ____ -_-_-_-::.. _ ____,~----------
UGPC Chair:--------- ------ ----------

Graduate College Dean: ---- -------------------­
UFS President: ------ ---------------------
Provost: -----------------------------

Date: 

J/¢0/6 
J//~116 

I I 

Email this form and syllabus to UGPC@fau.edu one week before the University G radu ate Programs Committee meeting so that 
materials may be viewed on the U G PC website prior to the meeting. 

FA UprogramchangeGrad- Revised November 2012 



Requirements for Degree-Thesis Option 
Minimum of 30 credits-
1. Nine credits of required courses: 

a. COM 6400 (3 credits), Introduction to Graduate Studies in Communication; 

b. Theory--GQM-8421 (J s·eElils), CemrnuniGation-T-tleefY-i 13 credits from the following as appropriate to generalist 
proaram or specialization no course can be used to fulfill both the theorv and method reguiremenls): COM 6415 
COM 6424 FIL 6807 MMC 6408 SPC 6234 SPC 6236· 

c. Methodology-(3 credits from the following, as appropriate to generalist program or concentration): COM 6316, 
COM 6340, COM 6341, FIL 6807, SPC 6682. 

2. Fifteen credits of approved electives, of which a minimum of 9 must be in Communication. Any coursework in a 
department other than Communication must be approved in writing by a Communication faculty advisor prior to 
enrollment 

3. Six credits of thesis research. 

4. Courses taken to satisfy the foreign language requirement cannot be applied to the degree. 

5. Submission of an approved thesis. 

6. A minimum 3.0 GPA on all work completed. 

7. A grade of "B" or higher on all credit applied to the degree,. 

Requirements for Degree-Non-Thesis Option 
Minimum of 36 credits-
1. Nine credits or required courses: 

a. COM 6400 (3 credits), Introduction to Graduate Studies in Communication; 

b. Theory-COM-6424 (3 credils),-Gommunication.'.f-heory: 13 credits from the following as aooroonate lo generalist 
prooram or specialization no course can be used to fulfill both the theorv and method requirements}: COM 6415 
COM 6424 FIL 6807 MMC 6408 SPC 6234 SPC 6236 

c. Methodology-(3 credits from the following, as appropriate to generalist program or concentration): COM 6316, 
COM 6340, COM 6341, FIL 6807, SPC 6682. 

2. Twenty-seven credits of elective courses, of which 21 must be in Communication. Any coursework in a department 
other than Communication must be approved in writing by a Communication faculty advisor prior to enrollment 

3. Satisfactory completion of a written comprehensive examination. 

4. Courses taken to satisfy the foreign language requirement do not count toward the 36-credit degree requirement. 

5. A minimum ol 3.0 GPA on all work completed. 

6. A grade of "B" or higher on all credit applied to the degree. 

7. Additional requirements that the student's advisory committee may prescribe .• 
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Requirements for Degree-Thesis Option 
Minimum of 30 credits-
1. Nine credits of required courses: 

a. COM 6400 (3 credits), Introduction to Graduate Studies in Communication; 

b. Theory- (3 credits from the following, as appropriate to generalist program or specialization, no course can be 
used to fulfill both the theory and method requirements): COM 6415, COM 6424, FIL 6807, MMC 6408, SPC 6234, 
SPC 6236; 

c. Methodology-(3 credits from the following, as appropriate to generalist program or concentration): COM 6316, 
COM 6340, COM 6341, FIL 6807, SPC 6682. 

2. Fifteen credits of approved electives, of which a minimum of 9 must be in Communication. Any coursework in a 
department other than Communication must be approved in writing by a Communication faculty advisor prior to 
enrollment. 

3. Six credits of thesis research. 

4. Courses taken to satisfy the foreign language requirement cannot be applied to the degree. 

5. Submission of an approved thesis. 

6. A minimum 3.0 GPA on all work completed. 

7. A grade of "B" or higher on all credit applied to the degree. 

Requirements for Degree-Non-Thesis Option 
Minimum of 36 credits-
1. Nine credits of required courses: 

a. COM 6400 (3 credits), Introduction to Graduate Studies in Communication; 

b. Theory- (3 credits from the following, as appropriate to generalist program or specialization, no course can be 
used to fulfill both the theory and method requirements): COM 6415, COM 6424, FIL 6807, MMC 6408, SPC 6234, 
SPC 6236 

c. Methodology-(3 credits from the following, as appropriate to generalist program or concentration): COM 6316, 
COM 6340, COM 6341, FIL 6807, SPC 6682. 

2. Twenty-seven credits of elective courses, of which 21 must be in Communication. Any coursework in a department 
other than Communication must be approved in writing by a Communication faculty advisor prior to enrollment. 

3. Satisfactory completion of a written comprehensive examination. 

4. Courses taken to satisfy the foreign language requirement do not count toward the 36-credit degree requirement. 

5. A minimum of 3.0 GPA on all work completed. 

6. A grade of "B" or higher on all credit applied to the degree. 

7. Additional requirements that the student's advisory committee may prescribe. 


