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C;OP Recommendations to Faculty Assembly 9-23-2013

Memo to Committee on Programs

Date: September 11, 2013

To : Marguerite Purnell, Chair, Committee on Programs
From: Christine Williams, Chair, PhD Program Committee
Motion: Propose a DNP to PHD degree option.

The PhD in Nursing program committee proposes a new degree option, DNP to PhD. The PhD
committee voted to approve this option on September 9, 2013.

Rationale: The number of DNP graduates is growing. Although the purpose of the DNP is to prepare
leaders in clinical practice, some graduates have decided to pursue faculty and/or research roles and the
PhD in nursing will ensure their ability to apply for tenure earning positions.

The rationale for a DNP to PHD option is the increased demand for this option, our intention to avoid
duplication in degree programs, and to provide an efficient pathway for students to obtain a PhD. The
option addresses a state workforce need-the need to increase the number of 8SN educated nurses thus
improving the quality of health care in the state of Florida. The major factor which contributes to the
shortage of RNs with a BS degree Is the insufficient number of nursing faculty qualified to teach them.
The PhD educated nurse Is the appropriate degree for the faculty role. PhD educated nurses are also
needed to improve practice through research and this degree option would increase the number of
nurses in the state prepared to conduct research.

There are no additional courses needed for this proposed option. All of the courses necessary are
already offered by the College of Nursing or by other colleges within FAU. We anticipate that this option
will also increase the number of PhD graduates by providing another applicant pool and by creating an
accelerated pathway to the PhD. DNP graduates from FAU will have taken 15 credits that would apply to
the PhD program. Graduates from other programs would be evaluated on a case by case basis.

For two select courses, students would have the opportunity to challenge by taking a final examination
(NGR 7846 Essential Statistical Methods for Nursing Science) or by writing the final paper in the course
(NGR 7121 Theory Development & Application in Nursing) to determine whether the student has
mastered the content . If the student’s work Is judged satisfactory by faculty teaching those courses, the
course would be waived.

Additional courses that would be waived:
NGR 7738 Public Policy in the Context of Nursing & Health (DNP students take the same course)

NGR 7111 Evolution of Nursing as a Discipline and Practice (content integrated throughout DNP
program)
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NGR 7116 Caring: An Essential Domain of Nursing Knowledge (for DNP graduates of FAU who have taken
this course)

Courses accepted for transfer as an elective/cognate:

NGR 7661 Population Based Caring in Aging Societies (may be counted as elective)

NGR 6673 Epidemiology for Advanced Nursing Practice (may be counted as cognate)

Thank ybu for your support.



Doctor of Nursing Practice to Doctor of Philosophy

DNP Students and Graduates who are interested in pursuing the PhD degree may elect the DNP-PhD option.
Eligible individuals should submit a transcript and make an appeintment with the PhD Program Coordinator or the
Director of the PhD in Nursing Program to plan a course of study that meets their individual needs. As a research-
based degres, the PhD is significantly different from the DNP curriculum. This sample plan of study illustrates how
previous course work might be transferred in to meet some of the requirements of the PhD program. Applicants may
also choose to challenge 1 or 2 courses.
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Courses accepted for transfer if applicable:
NGR 7116 Caring: An Essential Domain of Nursing Knowledge
NGR 7738 Public Policy in the Context of Nursing & Health



NGR 7661 Population Based Caring In Aging Societles (counted as elective)

NGR 6673 Epidemiology for Advanced Nursing Practice (counted as cognate)

*Students pay a fee to challenge select courses by taking an examination or by weiting a paper,
**Transfer students submit a transcript for evaluation and plan of study will be individualized.

1 Transfer in if applicable
2 Opportunity to challenge this course
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From: Susan Bulfin

Sent: Friday, February 27, 2015 10:32 AM

To: Karol Airdo

Subject: DNP to PhD program admission requirements
Karol,

At the January 2015 Graduate Program Committee meeting, we discussed the issue of “triple dipping” for students
applying to the DNP to PhD program. | was asked to explore this issue and bring back relevant information.
Subsequently, | met with the PhD program director and our Committee on Programs chair. After discussion and review,
we would like to offer this explanation about the requirements for entry into the DNP to PhD program:

Post masters graduates of the DNP program who apply for the PhD program: the issue of using credits for 3 degrees
(triple dipping)

All Doctoral students use credits from their master’s degree to meet the 80 hours post baccalaureate university
requirement for the doctoral degree. The Graduate College allows 36 credits toward this requirement. DNP students
take a minimum of 44 additional credits that are unique to the DNP program to reach the 80 credit requirement.
When DNP graduates apply to the PhD program, we do not propose to use masters degree credits to meet the
requirements of the PhD. Instead, we would use DNP credits (44). As PhD students, DNP graduates will take at least 66
additional unique credits in the PhD program and will thus meet the requirement for 80 credits (44+66=110).

BSN to DNP graduates who apply for the PhD program:

BSN to DNP students substitute two 3 credit DNP courses for two 3 credit masters degree credits. Otherwise they take
the same courses as students in the post-masters program. This would leave 38 unique DNP Credits. If the student
applies to the PhD program, that student would take 44 unique PhD course credits for a total of 82 credits.

Thank you for following up on this!
Sue Bulfin

From: Karol Airdo

Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2015 4:27 PM

To: Ali Asghar Danesh; Aloha Balza; Althia Ellis; Barry Linger; Charles Roberts; Darlene Epperson; Deborah Floyd; Debra
Szabo; Frederick Bloetscher; Helen Randall; Jason Robison; Joanne Parandjuk; Ken Johnson; Michael Horswell; Nancy
Diamond; Nora Barragan; Paul Peluso; Rachel Santos; Ruth McCaffrey; Stewart Glegg; Susan Prince; Susan Bulfin; Susan
Fulks; Sylvanna Fahnestock; Vijaya Iragavarapu; William McDaniel; Zhixiao Xie

Subject: Last Addendum to the Agenda for GPC Meeting Tomorrow February 18th, 2015

Importance: High

http://fau.edu/graduate/faculty-and-staff/programs-committee/february15.php
Corrections made to the College of Nursing only.
Best Regards,

Karol J. Airdo
Residency Officer
Graduate College



